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Since God is Good

James 1:16-18
Introduction:

A.  The Evaluation of God’s Goodness
Goodness is one of the most important of God’s attributes. Yet it is one of the most misunderstood, because,           

If God is Omnipotent [Almighty], Omniscient [All knowing], Omnipresent [Present everywhere, all the time]; and if He is not good, then, He is man’s worst nightmare.


Yet, God is indeed GOOD!
Old Testament
Psalm 33:5

“The earth is full of the goodness of the LORD.”
Psalm 34:8   
“Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him.”
Psalm 34:10

“But those who seek the LORD shall not lack any good thing.”
Psalm 86:5

“For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and abundant in mercy to all those who call upon You.”
Psalm 107:8

“Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His  goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!”
Psalm 118:1

“Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!”
Psalm 149:9

“The Lord is good to all.”
B. The Definition of God’s Goodness
Intrinsic goodness means, of course – Holy – honest, etc. But, primarily in Scripture means how He treats His Creatures. This would include love, mercy, grace, compassion.

C.  The Hesitation about God’s Goodness

1.  Unbelievers – war, crime, natural disasters, etc.
2.  Believers – Trials -- Context (  Temptations
In verse 13 James felt the need to explain temptations to his readers,

“Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 
It is possible for believers to doubt in God’s Goodness. A God who would tempt to evil which would lead into death is not a good God. 
D. The Situation Surrounding God’s Goodness
They were deceived about the goodness of God. When James wrote, “Be not deceived” (v. 16) the Greek construction would better be translated, “Stop being deceived” James was addressing a current problem, not trying to prevent one from starting. That brings us to his first point.

I.   The Deception Concerning God’s Goodness – 1:16
“Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.”

 Notice that he is writing to brothers, “Beloved brothers”. But even beloved brothers can be deceived.
A. The Direction of the Deception
﻿
πλανάσθὲ - to wander or go astray – planets. Deception is always away from God and His Word.
James 5:19    
“Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone turns him back,”
Matthew 24:4–5  
“Take heed that no one deceive you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.”
2 Timothy 3:13 
“But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

1 John 2:26

 “These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you.”
B.  The Danger of the Deception
If we wander from the truth of God in His Word, then there is no criterion of truth.
· In Jesus’ day the Jews had wandered from the Word of God to the teaching of the Rabbis. Jesus came basing His message on the Word and they wouldn’t believe Him. They had added so much tradition whoever could quote the most Rabbis is correct.
· The Roman Catholic tradition added to the Bible even contradicting the Bible.
· The Protestant tradition / Baptist tradition, even S.B.C. tradition has wandered.
C.  The Doctrine in the Deception

Possibly his readers were thinking that God was like the pagan god’s: tricking them into sin, and then enjoying punishing them, with more calamity. That’s a bad god. But the God of the Bible does not tempt to evil whatsoever, He’s all good, nothing but good.
II. The Declaration of God’s Goodness – 1:17

﻿
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, ﻿﻿with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.”
A.  His Gifts are Complete
You would expect, “God gives good gifts”, but James says more, “Every good gift and perfect (complete) gift comes from God” – not from any creature. 

You can’t receive a good/perfect gift except from God. All other gifts come from some other source - Not from God.
B.  His Gifts are Continual
James uses a present tense that may mean that the gifts come constantly or time after time.
In any case there is no end to God’s giving. “He giveth and giveth and giveth again” His love has no limit; His grace has no measure. His power has no boundary known unto men; for out of His infinite riches in Jesus, He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again!
C.  His Gifts are Complimentary
Since they are called gifts, they are free. Like eternal salvation – a gift of God (Ephesians 2:8)
Romans 8:32  

“He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?”

D.  His Gifts are Certain
They come from the “Father of lights”
1.  He is the creator of the heavenly bodies.
2.  Light and shadows turn – warmth and light – shadows are caused by the turning/movement/change of the planet, moon and stars.
3.  God has no shadow caused by turning. He is fixed – “Immutability”
Malachi 3:6

“I am The Lord, I change not.”
  Hebrews 13:8

    “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”

So, God’s gifts are certain.

III. The Demonstration of God’s Goodness – 1:18
“Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.”
A.  The Basis of Regeneration - God’s Will – 1:18a
“by His own will” – His determined will.

“He brought us forth” -- God brings forth life - He regenerated us (when we believed.
1. We had no claim on God - We sinned – we deserve death.
2. He did not have to save anyone - 
3. Yet He chose to save us – By His own will. It was His idea.
B. The Nature of Regeneration – The New Birth – 1:18b
“He brought us forth”
1. We were dead in trespasses and sins - Ephesians 2:1

2. He gave life to us when we believed on Jesus – John 3:16
It is called a new birth. We are not patched up, but made totally new,
2 Corinthians 5:17

“Therefore, if anyone ﻿﻿is in Christ, he is ﻿﻿a new creation; ﻿﻿old things have passed away; behold, all things have become ﻿﻿new.”

C.  The Means of Regeneration – The Word – 1:18c
He brought us forth “by the Word of truth”. Paul says in Romans 10:17,
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

By the Word of truth – gospel – We must see it or hear it. How will they hear? Go into all the world and tell them.
I Peter 1:23

“Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever.”
D. The Scope of Regeneration – Firstfruits – 1:18d
“that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creature.”

We are the “firstfruits” of His creatures. The “firstfruits” was the beginning of the harvest. It was a promise of more to come.

1.  The early church was the “firstfruits” of the entire church.

2.  The regeneration is the “firstfruits” of many more regenerations to come.

Only a good God would do all of that for His enemies. Now that we are His friend, think of all the things that He does for us on a daily basis if we allow Him to do so.

Conclusion:  

